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MATTER OF:
Sol Rosen * Claim for miscellaneous expenses
in connection with transfer

DIGEST: Incident to transfer of official duty station,

employee may be reimbursed cost of transformers
necessary to accormodate 110-V electrical
equipment under miscellaneous expenses allow-
ances, but not cost of new clocks or automobile
equipment for automobile not authorized nor
shipped at Government ex-rpense; also, when &part-
trent is not located withil tle United Stat-ts,
its territories or possessions, the Camual Zone,
or Puerto Eiico, cost of recording lease, etc.,
is reimbursable if such cost is customary in
area.

This decision is in rezpozte to a request from an authorled
certifying o-Lic<;cr for an &dvance decision as to whether a voucher
for certain miscellaneous moving ex.penses may be paid,

Sol flosen, au em-pl.oyee of the L-ergy Research and b)svelop-
meet Administration, w-3s trans-fer-rcc e od u D asOLC6toa, p.C.* to
Brussels, Bel",iumit in !xuau3t 1973. Ir. Ro.cen itanized niscella-
neous eixpensc3 totaling t_31.93 cad clsnL:as3 vL .burrsasaeut for such

e>-pens3. If na C:o;0-Nc itemai2cz z.-,C my
be reinbursed tiCarefur in an C=Lou-nt not to e-.ce.:, 2 c;*~ .w-'c
pay vhen hle is an u->rlco;cc with a ft>.ily. See Federal Trvel
Regu~lationas (' ? 1.01-7) para. 2-3.3b (Heny 1973).

Those emp5enses claimed by 11r. -Tser: o1: which an advsnce
decision has been requested are as followst

1. Transfort:ars (I1 with a rang.e of 300
2000 W)

2. Electric Clocks (4)s

3. A.utonmobLe ecluipa" (first aid kit; fire
extinaguisher; and waraing triaiigle),

4. Apattent rental cypcnses (mandatory
of- nntal rt--cit lease; rnozrcim-

-aursab1 rc t g;arSceW; A ~ cnL survey).
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Item 1 vias necessitated because the electrical outlets ln
algiLra are designed to accotreodate 220-V equipment instead of
110-V equipment as are outlets in the United States. Mr. Rosen
reports that his home in the United States was equipped with well
over one hlundred ll)-V outlets and tGnt, even with the use of the
accquircd 11 multiple transformers, he only has 17 outlets of vary-
ing capacity available to hira. Ex-pexases payable under the miscel-
larteous expeuscs allowance in the Federal Travel ilegulations
iLclude "expenses that are cormxon to living quarters, funLishings,
household appliances, andl to other ganeral types of costs inherent
In Telocation of a place of residencc" and for "connuecting appli-
ancca, equiprent, or utilities involved in relocation." FUR para.
2-3.1b (.'ay 1973). Va believe tnat the expense incurred comaes
within the intent of FT'% para. 2-3.1b(l) (1lay 1973). See B-183789,
Jan.ary 23, 1976, and B-182l68, April 22, 1975. Since the trans-
fo£0rmrs wa-re TeicessrXy to p7nMlit oWc'ration of Mr. Rosefna's enpli-
ances on the available utiliticsg -reiwbursc4a-nt moy be made for
t-heir cost.

Ite;. 2 _n2 punportodly reauired bar e U-.S, cloc:ui caniiot
be used in Bele:ium, Il hnave previously disalluwaed the cost of new

epvia~ce w.oror Whc Proas ~ t-LDSlface c.-6.tbe crlvated.,
hae believte thn cost of ucw. clocks co.--in- ithin thc intent of FTR1
para. 2-3.1c(5)0. Sec B-12,21390 1iarchi 5, 1975,

Itma 3 consists of various aut;'inobile equipment not required
in thc tUnitcd Stat-cs, i>r. IPosens was not aatnorized ad d&d rnot
shtp an autconiobile to BLrussels at CYverrxiant c-pcnse. He reports
thaV Lhe eoqu4,cnt, consistiag of first aid kit, fire extir.tuisher,
and 1--arnin', t-rian,-le, -Tas ranadatory as it iS Mllegal to operate an

auto-?bile in wrussels i thaUt this ccuipf-eant. hwer, the
cqupI::Ickit wvas oce-wly inc-~uiicd &7.d, th.ereforc its cost is For dis-
aIlo cI . V'l p-ar. 2-3.l c(5) (i-1y 1973); B-182108, April 22,
19J5, and ceics cited therain.

It-4ea 4 represonts various rental eaconses, including registra-
tion o£ tpartment lease, a nonrem'ubursable rentAl guarantce, ald an
apnrten-at survrey. In b-169335, Ila 22, 1970, it was held that o
customary re-al- fee paid by rn eismployee in orcler to secure housing
in foreign couatricAs may be reirbursed as a part of ratiscclia-acous
aXpDcnsec. Thi'e st£na would be applicable whcre Oa employee is

required to pay analogous fees as cnin-acrated above assumingt-of
course, that suclh payment is customary in the area. Therefore, if
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the Energy Research and Development Admd-nistration can satisfy
itu:slf that the subject rental fees aire establislhd practice in
Brusselso, Pcegi, the fees mniy be approved for payment.

The tC her is returned herewith and should be handled in
accordance with the above.

rsr WELLER

Cil ~ Comotroller Generel
of the United States
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